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Long-term  relief  effort  now  underway 
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By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


^  As  Mississippi  Baptist  disaster  relief 
plans  shift  into  long-term  mode  across  the 
nurricane-stricken  Gulf  Coast,  a  special 
telephone  hotline  and  e-mail  address  have 
been  announced  for  those  who  want  more 
information  on  how  to  get  involved. 

The  disaster  relief  volunteer  hotline 
number  is  (601)  292-3206,  and  the  e-mail 
address  is  mbcbdisasterrelief@mbcb.org, 
said  Jim  Didlake,  director  of  men's  min¬ 
istry  and  coordinator  of  disaster  relief 
ministries  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB). 

Anyone  interested  in  volunteering  or 
contributing  financially  to  the  Hurricane 
Katrina  disaster  relief  effort  can  make 
contact  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  at  the  hotline 
telephone  number  and  e-mail  address. 

Secondary  contact  numbers  are  (601) 

503-7517,  and  (601)  672-2772. 

"We  are  taking  names  and  assigning 
volunteers  as  quickly  as  we  can.  We  are 
askfrtg'  talters  to  be  patient;  volunteers 
will  be  placed  in  the  areas  where  they  are 
needed  the  most  as  soon  as  we  can  get 
them  in,"  Didlake  said.  "In  addition  to  the  mass  feeding  unit,  also  spe< 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Mississippi  Baptists  are  distributing  tons  of  working 
Board  is  currently  accepting  donations  to  foodstuffs,  diapers,  cleaning  suppues,  and  victims  : 
fund  the  long-term  Mississippi  Baptist  dis-  other  items  that  are  very  mudi  in  need  by  the  clothes  w 
aster  relief  effort  along  the  Guff  Coast,  victims  of  the  hurricane.  Mississippi  Baptist  Micke 
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for  hurricafie  relief.  Checks  should  be  2,400  requests  for  help.  The  medical  teams  America] 
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Meanwhile,  the  Task  Force's  main  feed-  to  this  disaster.  They  could  not  he  better  in  The  ^ 
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tinned  at  First  Church,  Biloxi,  while  trained  mass  feeding  units  from  state  Baptist  con-  the  Miss 
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GuideStone 
seeks  info 
on  retirees 


FEEDING  THE  MASSES  — •  Storm  victims  from  every  walk  of  life  wait  in  line  for  a 
hot  meal  on  September  7  at  First  Church,  Pascagoula,  provided  by  a  Georgia  Baptist 
Convention  mass  feeding  unit  stationed  at  the  chuch.  Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief 
units  prepared  over  one  aullion.4aeals  in  Mississippi  in  the  first  week  following 
Hurricane  Katrina's  landfall.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


GuideStone  Financial 
Resources  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  is  aware 
that  a  number  of  Mississ- 
ippians  may  experience 
interruptions  in  mail  deliv¬ 
ery  for  an  extended  period 
due  to  Hurticane  Katrina. 

If  you  or  a  family  mem¬ 
ber  is  a  retired  minister,  sfaff 
member,  or  widow  who  has 
received  a  monthly  retire¬ 
ment  check  in  the  past,  and 
had  your  check  delivered  to 
your  home  rather  than  by 
electronic  deposit,  please 
contact  GuideStone  at  (800) 
262-0511. 


Southern  Baptist 

PiistofioQl  Libiaiy  & 


SBC  CP  down  for  month 


Miss.  CP  rises  in  August 


NASHVILLE,  Tn.  (BP)  —  Contributions  through  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  Coofierative  Program  (CP)  for  August  were  $15,781,668,  which  was  15%,  or 
$2,863/190,  below  tiie  $18,644,758  riven  m  July,  and  3.6%,  or  $5%,049,  below  the 
$16377,717  received  in  Aug^t  200C  according  to  a  news  release  from  SBC  Executive 
Committee  President  and  Chief  Executive  Officer  Morris  H.  Chapman.  Year-to-date 
contributions  through  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  Cooperative  Program  are  up 
1.7%  compared  to  ^  same  time  frame  in  2004.  As  of  August  31,  the  vear-to-date  total 
pf  $179,443350  for  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  Missions  is  $2,973,810  ahead  of  tfie 
$176,469,734  received  at  the  same  point  in  M04.  Designated  giving  of  $183391328  for 
the  same  year-to-date  period  is  one  percent,  or  $1,945,942,  briow  gifte  of  $185337,171 
received  at  tiiis  point  last  yecir.  The  $4365,441  in  designated  gifts  received  last  month  is 
$669323  below  ffie  $5334,664  received  in  August  2004,  a  decrease  of  12.8%.  For  the  SBC 
Cooperative  Program  Allocation  Budget,  tne  year-to-date  total  of  $179,443350  is 
106.85%  of  ffie  $167,934386  budgeted,  or  $11308,^  above  budget  to  support  Southern 
Baptist  ministries  globally  and  across  North  America.  The  Cooperative  Program  is 
Southern  Baptists'  method  of  supporting  missions  and  ministry  efforts  of  state  and 
regioruil  conventions  and  tlffi  Souffiem  Baptist  Convention.  The  Cooperative  FYc^giam 
total  includes  receipts  from  individuals,  churches,  state  conventions  and  fellowships  for 
distribution  accorcung  to  ttie  2004-05  Cooperative  FYogram  Allocation  Budget. 
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MAKING  PREPARA¬ 
TIONS  —  Becky  Green  leaf 
(left)  and  Al  Jernigan  help 
prepare  beds  at  Broadmoor 
Church's  shelter  for 
Hurricane  Katrina  evac¬ 
uees  in  Madison.  (BP  photo 
by  Norm  Miller), 


JACKSON,  Miss.  (BP  and  local  reports)  — 
Hurricane  Katrina  is  washing  away  denom¬ 
inational  barriers  as  the  sweeping  current  of 
human  needs  swells  in  the  Jackson  area. 
According  to  local  officials,  the  600,000-pop¬ 
ulation  metro  area  has  jumped  to  1.2  million 
in  the  wake  of  Katrina's  wrath,  with 
Christians  of  many  groups  and  denomina¬ 
tions  working  together  in  the  name  of  Christ 
to  stem  the  tide  of  pain  and  loss. 

Broadmoor  Cnurch's  Christian  Life 
Center  in  Madison  was  abuzz  on  Sunday 
night.  Sept.  4,  with  the  shrieks  of  children 
playing,  adults  jabbering,  and  televisions 
olaring,  but  Ann  Southerland  maintained  a 
calm  demeanor  and  broad  smile  when  the 
telephone  rang,  interrupting  her  conversa¬ 
tion  with  a  family  checl^g  into  fhe  center. 

Southerland  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Jackson,  and  also  a  Red  Cross  vol¬ 
unteer  who  trained  with  members  of 
Broadmoor  Church  in  disaster  relief  shortly 
after  Hurricane  Ivan  hit  the  Gulf  last  year. 

"Since  I  was  trained  with  Broadmoor 
members,  they  sort-of  adopted  me  to  their 
relief  center,"  Sutherland  told  Baptist  Press. 

"Do  you  have  any  clothing  or  basic  food¬ 
stuffs?''  one  woman  asked  Southerland. 
"We  don't  know  how  long  we're  going  to 
be  here.  Do  you  have  any  commodities  we 
could  have?  We  left  Metarie  [La.]  without 
anything.  What  about  food  staples  like  rice 
or  potatoes  or  canned  goods  we  could 
have?  Me  and  my  husband  are  on  Social 
Security  and  our  checks  were  mailed  to  our 
home,  but  we  have  no  way  of  getting  there 
now.  My  husband's  over  m  Lafayette  [La.] 
with  our  older  daughter,"  the  woman  relat¬ 
ed,  hardly  taking  a  breath. 

Southerland  smiled  as  she  dropped 
toothpaste,  shampoo,  and  other  personal 
care  items  into  a  plastic  bag  for  the  woman. 

Helping  Southerland  on  the  6  p.m.  to 
midnight  shift  was  Charles  Zundel,  a 
member  of  a  nearby  Catholic  church.  "At  a 
time  like  this,  it  just  doesn't  matter,"  said 
Zimdel,  referring  to  the  differing  church 
memberships.  Zundel's  wife  is  a  member 
of  Broadmoor  Church. 

In  the  adjacent  gym,  where  cots  and  inflat¬ 
able  mattresses  dot  the  floor,  new  sheets  bil¬ 
low  as  Al  Jermgan  and  Becky  Greenleaf  pre¬ 
pare  the  beds  for  new  arrivals.  Both  are  mem- 
Ders  of  Colonial  Heights  Church,  Ridgeland. 

"Any  way  Christians  can  minister  —  I 
think  mat's  what  we're  called  to  do.  We're 
called  to  stop  doing  what  we  think  is’ 
important  and  to  taxe  care  of  the  other 
more  pressing  needs  for  these  people." 

Broadmoor's  efforts  also  helped  the 
neighboring  Parkway  Pentecostal  Church 
when  that  church  sent  two  50-passenger 
buses  to  New  Orleans  to  picK  up  TOO 
Superdome  refugees.  i 


HELPING  VICTIMS  —  Ann  Southerland  sorts  through  donations  during  her  6  p.m.- 
midnight  shift  at  a  shelter  for  Hurricane  Katrina  evacuees  at  Broadmoor  Church, 
Madison.  (BP  photo  by  Norm  Miller) 


Red  Cross  officials  in  Jackson  called 
Broadmoor  Church  asking  if  the  shelter 
had  any  spare  disaster  relief  supplies.  As  it 
happened,  Broadmoor  Churcn  had  two 
tractor-trailer  loads  of  supplies,  several 
hundred  poimds  of  donated  clothing,  and 
plenty  of  food. 

Parkway  Pentecostal  Church  had  stepped 
out  in  faith  by  sending  the  buses,  but  haa  no 

Erovisions  for  the  100  evacuees  who  would 
e  arrivine  there.  So,  Broadmoor  Church 
sent  more  than  enough  supplies  for  the  evac¬ 
uees  to  have  clean  clothes  and  a 
hot  meal  after  the  trip  from 
New  Orleans. 

Meanwhile,  at  the  down¬ 
town  Jackson  site  of  First 
Church's  shelter,  Richard 
Bush,  a  student  from  the 
University  of  Mississippi 
Medical  Center  in  Jackson, 
checks  the  bemdage  on  Nancy 
Whitehead's  hana.  Whitehead 
is  well  past  retirement  age, 
and  had  fled  to  Jackson  from 
Slidell,  La.,  one  of  the  areas 
hardest  hit  by  Katrina. 

"I  came  up  here  to  help  out 
where  I  can,*'  Bush  said,  "and 
not  just  medical  stuff,  but  I've 
been  moving  bottles  of  water 
and  everythmg  else." 

Bush  said  ne  stepped  for¬ 
ward  because  of  "God  and 
His  guidance.  You're  always 
blessed  when  you  help  other 
people.  I  guess  that's  the  reward  you  get 
for  rollowmg  God's  lead." 

Officials  at  the  health  and  human  services 
center  of  Jackson  called  and  asked  if  First 
Church  would  be  willing  to  be  a  special 
needs  facility.  Bush  explained,  saying  the 
elderly  and  infirm  who  were  evacuated  from 
nursing  homes  along  the  Gulf  Coast  were  in 
another  Jackson  facflity  that  had  no  power 
and,  thus,  no  air  conditioning.  So  First 
Church  swung  into  action  and  so  did  Bush. 

First  Church  members  Don  and  Sara 
Williams  came  to  the  shelter  with  their 
three  children,  ages  11,  13,  and  15.-  "We 
want  to  show  our  children  how  to  be  Christ 
to  others,"  Sara  said. 

"They  live  in  a  culture  of  'me,'",  Don 
added,  *and  this  is  an  opportunity  for  them 
to  witness  service  in  (Jirist's  name."  Don 
noted  all  three  children  were  helping  in  the 


shelter,  one  sorting  and  folding  the  moim- 
tains  of  donated  cfodies  and  two  playing  in 
the  game  room  with  evacuees'  children. 

"We're  all  getting  to  see  the  reality  of  our 
faith  in  human  terms,  and  to  see  how  a  smile, 
a  touch  or  some  kind  words  can  really  make 
a  difference,"  Don  said.  "This  sort  of  thing 
almost  makes  you  feel  guilty  about  feeling  so 
good  to  serve  others  in  need,"  he  added. 

Grace  Williams,  age  15,  told  Baptist 
Press,  "I  love  helping”  as  she  flipped  the 
tag  in  a  shirt  to  check  its  size. 


"I've  known  the  Lord  officially  or  what¬ 
ever  since  I  was  six  but  I  rededicated  my 
life  to  Him  last  year  for,  like,  seriously.  My 
help  is  a  result  of  that.  This  is  like  a  coming 
bacK  kind  of  thing." 

Grace  wants  to  encourage  other  teens  to 
et  involved,  saying,  "It's  very  rewarding  to 
elp  other  people."  Mentioning,  for  example, 
an  eight-year-old  girl  who'd  worn  the  same 
dress  for  a  week,  Grace  said  it  was  fun  "to 
help  that  little  girl  find  some  new  clothes." 

Volunteer  Jane  Young  said  one  of  the 
shelter  residents  was  in  her  Sunday  School 
class,  angry  and  asking,  "How  could  a  lov¬ 
ing  Cjod  do  this?" 

"Sometimes  the  good  have  to  suffer  with 
the  bad.  And  in  the  process  of  that  we  grow 
closer  to  God.  And  hopefully  in  that  process 
we  can  influence  others  to  come  to  know 
God  in  the  way  that  we  do,"  Young  said. 


GETTING  ORGANIZED  — Williams  (left)  orga¬ 
nizes  and  folds  donated  clo01in?lirV^helflrf(»4Hunk»iew4; 
Katrina  evacuees  at  First  Church,  JaclM|r  J|ff|f%^Dteer 
Jane>foung  is  in  the  baelq^nd.  ^|pj^x5o*By  N(SrW1Wller) 
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A  10-member  task  force  has  btvn  appointed  to  implement  the  massive 
restructuring  of  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC )  agencies  approved  by 
messengers  to  IWS's  SBC  annual  meeting. 


First  Church,  Hattiesburg,  sponsors  the  first  10  kilometer  "Run  for 
World  Hunger"  run/walk  event,  in  observ'ance  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  annual  emphasis  on  world  hunger. 


The  top  ten  churches  in  total  mission  gifts  in  the  first  nine  months  of 
1955  are  Jackson,  First;  Jackson,  Calvary;  Columbus,  First;  Meridian,  First; 
Gulfport,  First;  Picayune,  First;  McComb,  First;  Laurel,  First;  Jackson, 
Parkway;  and  Tupelo,  Calvary. 
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Hurricane  victims  look  to  Baptists  for  help 


HURRICANE  RELIEF  —  Katrina  victims  queue  up  at  First  Church,  Pascagoula,  for  a  meal  prepared  by 
one  of  the  many  Southern  Baptist  feeding  units  currently  in  Mississippi.  While  the  Mississippi  Baptist  feed¬ 
ing  unit  is  opei  Jng  from  First  Church,  Biloxi,  the  feeding  unit  at  First  Church,  Pascagoula,  is  being 
manned  by  (Georgia  Baptist  disaster  relief  volunteers.  (BP  photo  by  Sherri  Brown) 


I  SBC  opens  database 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  The  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
i  (SBC)  is  offering  a  free  online  service  to  aid  those  displaced  by 
!  hurricane  Katrina  to  reconnect  with  their  family  and  friends.  The 
Survivor  Information  Database,  at  www.SBC.net,  is  available  for 
'  those  searching  for  persons  displaced  by  the  hurrica:  e  and  for 
those  who  were  displaced  to  alert  family  and  friends  as  to  their 
'  condition  and  location.  The  service  should  be  a  gocxJ  means  of 
'  communication,  according  to  Chris  Chapman,  director  of  infor- 
i  mation  systems  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Executive 
j  Committee  and  manager  of  the  website.  "All  of  the  information  in 
!  the  database  is  available  to  the  public,  so  people  using  the 
Surv'ivor  Information  Database  should  only  include  phone  num¬ 
bers,  e-mail,  or  personal  information  that  they  want  published," 
he  said.  "But,  we  know  that  a  lai^e  number  of  people  are  search¬ 
ing  for  their  loved  ones,  including  Southern  Baptists  and  their 
families  and  friends,  and  this  resource  might  help  them  reconnect 
with  each  other."  Officials  estimate  tliat  over  one  million  residents 
of  the  Gulf  Coast  will  be  unable  for  months  to  return  to  the  homes 
they  evacuated  because  of  the  hurricane.  About  half  of  those  dis¬ 
placed  are  from  New  Orleans.  Southern  Baptists  compose  a  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  the  populations  in  states  most  impacted  by 
the  devastation,  making  up  about  34,  33  and  18  percent  resp)ec- 
tively,  of  the  residents  in  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana. 


PASCAGOULA,  Miss.  (BP) 
—  The  hurricane  shutters  still 
'  cling  tight  to  the  second-story 
window^  but  the  entire  first 
floor,  including  the  exterior 
walls,  are  missing.  Beach 
Boulevard  in  Pascagoula  has 
been  the  showcase  for  beautiful 
homes  overlooking  the  coastal 
rciad.  Judges,  businessmen,  and 
even  Mississippi  Senator  Trent 
Lott  have  called  this  street 
home  —  but  not  anymore. 

Entire  floors  are  missing 
from  homes,  while  others  have 
nothing  ^.-ut  a  foundation  and 
rubble.  Clothes  dangle  from 
trees,  pieces  of  broken  china 
dot  the  roadsides,  and  swim¬ 
ming  pools  are  full  of  brick, 
broken  lumber  and  rhud. 

Closer  to  downtown,  the 
destruction  isn't  as  obvious. 
Homes  are  intact,  with  trees 
down  and  some  roof  damage. 
The  locals  compare  stories  as 
thev  stand  in  bne  waiting  for 
f(x«.i  at  First  Church,  Pascagoula. 

"I  had  six  feet  of  water 


and  mud  in  my  house,"  one 
woman  said.  "1  only  had 
three  feet,"  another  said, 
"but  my  daughter^ had  water 
all  the  way  to  her  attic." 

Local  officials  estimate  90"o 
of  the  homes  had  at  least  some 
damage.  It  will  be  months  and 
even  years  before  the  damage  is 
repaired.  In  the  meantime,  res¬ 
cue  workers  and  residents  are 
dealing  with  the  lack  of  drink¬ 
able  water.  Sanitation  issues  are 
at  the  top  of  many  lists. 

"We've  got  to  get  some 
water  in  here.  We  cion't  have 
water  to  drink,  but  we  also 
can't  flush  toilets,"  said  Dennis 
Ray  Smith,  associate  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Pascagoula. 
Rumors  fly  that  water  trucks 
are  on  their  way  but  no  one 
knows  when  or  where. 

Disaster  relief  volunteers  are 
making  do  with  the  little  water 
they  have  available.  "We  brought 
some  with  us  and  we  heat  it  to 
wash  the  dishes  and  use  it  for 
cooking,"  said  Gwen  Newman,  a 


volunteer  from  Union  Baptist 
Church  in  Winder,  Ga. 

"1  know  down  the  road  we'll 
be  OK  but  I  just  can't  grasp  it 
all  right  now,"  Smith  said.  "1 
don't  know  what's  going  to 
happen.  Where  are  people 

Sto  liv^e?  Even  if  tney 
go  to  work,  how  woul3 
they  get  ready  for  work?" 

I^orthrup  Grumman,  a  ship¬ 
yard  that  is  one  of  the  largest 
employers  irk  Mississippi,  is 
headquartered  in  Pascagoula.  It 
is  shut  down  and  no  word  has 
come  to  this  town  about  when 
or  if  the  12,000  employees  can 
return  to  work. 

Disaster  relief  teams  from 
Georgia  provided  a  meal 
Wednesdav  afternoon  for  3,000 
eople.  C^n  Thursday  they 
egan  serving  two  meals  a  day 
to  people  who  come  to  the 
church  for  food,  as  well  as  4,000 
meals  for  delivery  to  Red  Cross 
shelters.  Cleanup  and  recovery 
units  have  collected  more  than 
300  requests  for  help. 

"I've  never  seen  anything 
like  it,"  said  Elaine  Bryant,  a 
member  of  Providence  Church 
in  Rico,  Ga.  "They're  desperate. 
They've  got  three  or  four  feet  of 


mud  in  their  houses,  they  have 
little  children  and  nowhere  to 
go.  They're  so  appreciative  of 
what  we  can  do.'^ 

David  Stewart,  a  homeown¬ 
er  who  lives  on  the  same  block 
as  the  church,  was  one  of  the 
first  to  receive  help  from  a 
cleanup  and  recovery  unit. 

"I've  got  a  40-foot  pecan  tree 
down  in  my  yard  and  on  my 
house.  These  guys  are  great. 
They're  cutting  the  tree  and 
they  put  a  tarp  on  my  house. 
They've  worked  all  day.  It's  just 
wonderful,"  Stewart  said. 

Disaster  relief  volunteers 
will  be  needed  in  the  coastal 
Mississippi  area  for  at  least 
another  couple  of  months,  said 
Kay  Cassib^,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mississippi  Woman's 
Missionary  Union,  from  her 
post  in  Pascagoula. 

"We'll  need  feeding  units  at 
least  until  everyone  nas  elec¬ 
tricity  and  water,  but  we'll  need 
cleanup  and  recovery  for  a  long 
time,"  she  predicted. 


Looking  back 
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Jesus  Christ 

Requests  the  ^ 

^  Honor  of 
Your 
Presence 
in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  proper 
with  Coil  in  pour  own  ii'ords: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grav  e  to  forgive 
m\  sins  and  to  restore  mv 
relationship  with  vou. 

(I  helieiw  in  Jesus.) 

4.  B\  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  mv  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
lov  ing  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  ntp  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  manp  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  Cod,  ez'en  to 
those  u'ho  belieiv  in  his  nanw." 
(John  1:12) 

If  pou  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  todap,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFC.  CO 
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Disaster  Readiness 
AND  Response 

Disasters  by  the  verv'  defini¬ 
tion  are  unknown,  unexpected, 
and  uncontrolled.  When  Hurri¬ 
cane  Katrina  hit  the  coast  of 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  the 
nation  entered  into  a  disaster 
experience  unequaled  by  any  in 
her  history.  It  is  not  that  we  did 
not  know  that  the  hurricane  was 
coming,  but  this  one  was  differ¬ 
ent.  Its  size,  furious  power,  slow 
forward  movement,  enormous 
storm  surge,  and  torrential  rains 
made  it  a  storm  that  would  over¬ 
shadow  the  former  monster 
named  Camille.  I  am  going  to 
leave  all  of  the  bickenng  and 
debate  over  what  "shomd  of, 
could  of,  and  would  of"  up  to 
the  Republicans,  Democrats, 
and  anyone  else  who  wants  to 
get  in  on  the  talk  of  why  the  lev¬ 
ees  weren't  secure,  the  evacua¬ 
tion  plan  more  effective,  the 
slowness  of  the  military's  arrival 
to  keep  law  and  order,  ^d  many 
other  issues  —  what  I  can  tell 
you  is  what  Mississippi  Baptists 
and  all  of  our  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  that  make  up  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  did  both  in 
readiness  and  response. 

How  do  you  prepare  for 
every  possible  unknown, 
unseen,  and  uncontrolled  ev'en- 
tuality  in  life?  It  is  easy  to  talk 
about  now,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  do  before.  1  think  about  the 
man  who  began  to  be  so  con¬ 
cerned  about  having  a  flat  tire 
and  using  his  spare.  What 
would  he  do  if  he  had  two  flats? 
So  he  bought  an  extra  spare  tire. 
As  his  thought  process  contin¬ 
ued  he  realized  he  had  four  tires 
on  his  car  and  he  ended  up  with 
four  spare  tires  in  his  trunk  just 
in  case,  but  bless  his  heart  he 
continued  worrving  about  one 
of  the  spares  going  flat. 

Wisaom  aictates  \  and  even 
demands  that  some  meaningful 
preparation  be  made  for  life's 
narmful  possibilities.  That  is 
why  people  carry  insurance, 
and  it  is  also  why  here  in 
Mississippi  and  across  the  SBC  a 
network  is  set  up  and  prepared 
to  respond  with  help,  care,  and 
stabilization  for  people  in  a  dis¬ 
aster.  It  could  be  a  flood  or  9-11, 
a  tornado  or  a  hurricane.  The 
system  immediately  goes  into 
effect.  To  talk  about  it  or  even  to 
encourage  people  to  be  a  part  of 
a  disaster  organization  apart 


Tfirecm  ms 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


from  a  crisis  is  often  just 
whistling  in  the  wind.  When 
disaster  comes  we  all  realize 
that  preparedness  is  a  good 
thing  and  wish  that  ev'en  more 
was  m  place  in  order  to  respond, 
coordinate,  and  effectively  man¬ 
age  whatever  is  needed  to  help 
the  people  in  the  disaster. 

In  the  case  of  Katrina  as  it 
roared  toward  the  Southern 
Coast  of  our  land.  Southern 
Baphsts  were  poised  to  respond 
and  almost  before  the  wind 
stopped  blowing  our  caring 
feeding  units  were  on  the 
grouna  in  the  most  devastated 
areas  preparing  hot  meals  and 
proviaing  water  and  hope  for 
people  who  had  lost  everything. 
While  Mississippi  folks  were  in 
their  place,  they  were  not  alone. 
Disaster  tearns  and  feeding 
units  came  from  across  the  land 
to  carry  out  this  ministry  of  car¬ 
ing  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 

Almost  immediately  Baptists 
from  ev’ery  state  were  here. 
Men  and  women  came  from 
everywhere  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  —  the  West,  North, 
Northeast,  and  Southeast.  Thev 
blanketed  the  state  in  the  most 
devastated  areas,  and  not  just 
on  the  Coast.  The  fierce  eastern 
side  of  the  eve  of  the  storm 
marched  up  through  our  state 
crippling  Hattiesburg,  Laurel, 
Jackson,  Meridian,  and  then 
even  bevond  those  northern 
points.  The  disaster  feeding 
unit  that  came  in  support  of 
Meridian,  so  far  remov'ed.from 
the  Gulf,  fed  23,000  hot  meals 
on  Saturday  following  the 
storm.  The  entire  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  disaster 
relief  network  covered  the 
southern  part  of  Mississippi 
and  •T'^ny  places  across 
Louisiana.  To  visit  one  of  these 
units  is  to  see  the  compassion 
of  Christ  in  action.  At  the  end  of 
the  week  these  Southern 
Baptist  feeding  stations  had 
provided  over  one  million  hot 
meals  to  the  hurting,' bewil- 
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dered  victims  of  the  hurricane. 
Of  course,  there  were  other 
organizations  and  feeding  units 
making  a  difference  too,  and 
beyond  them  there  were 
dozens  of  churches  and  local 
groups  that  just  sprang  into 
action  to  start  their  own  feed¬ 
ings  posts.  Some  were  reaching 
out  to  care  for  people  who  had 
nothing  and  some  were  taking 
in  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
displaced  people  who  fled  the 
storm  only  to  find  out  hours 
later  that  there  was  no  home, 
school,  business,  or  community 
to  which  they  could  return. 
They  are  still  with  us. 

Flow  do  you  coordinate  to 
make  a  difference  in  such  a 
tragedy?  In  some  ways  it  is 
very  difficult  and  in  other 
ways  it  is  impossible.  In  a 
major  disaster  there  are  usual- 
K'  three  tracks  of  response. 
First  there  is,  the  planned, 
coordinated  response.  That  is 
w'hat  takes  places  with  and 
through  our  Baptist  network 
of  disaster  relief  teams.  The 
North  American  Mission 
Board  provides  incredible 
help  ant!  resources  in  oversee¬ 
ing,  contacting,  and  placing 
these  units  w'here  they  are 
needed.  A  command  center  is 
set  up  and  in  this  case  for  the 
entire  storm  event  it  is  housed 
at  Camp  Garaywa.  Because 
the  storm  had  come  through 
Jackson,  all  of  our  communi¬ 
cation  lines  were  out.  We  had 
no  phone  system,  no  Internet, 
and  no  way  we  could  call  out 
or  receive  information.  Cell 
phones  were  useless.  It  was  a 
disaster!  Within  days  we  had 
some  connection  to  coordinate 
effort^.  A  truckload  of  water 
was  sent  to  a  unit  that  was 
about  to  run  out  of  water.  It  is 
an  incredible  system,  but  see¬ 
ing  it  in  action  is  amazing. 

There  is  a  second  vital 
response  mechanism  that 
comes  from  just  natural  rela¬ 
tionships.  It  may  be  that  some¬ 
one  in  a  church  has  a  family 
iTiember  in  the  disaster  area 
and  knows  of  a  need  for  water, 
clothes,  diapers,  or  medicine. 
That  church  quickly  goes  into 
action  to  load  up  a  truck  or 
van  to  get  those  to  that  partic¬ 
ular  spot.  These  efforts  cannot 
be  coordinated  by  some  cen¬ 
tral  agency.  They  just  happen 
with  good  sense  and  out  of  the 
compassion  of  the  hearts  of 
folks  who  are  connected  to 
folks  they  love. 


A  third  track  of  response  is 
unknown  and  impossible  to 
discover  or  manage.  It  is  the 
person  or  group  or  people  who 
suddenly  realize  they  need  to 
do  something  and  they  gather  a 
car  or  truddoad  of  resources 
and  just  head  out  to  an  area 
hoping  to  find  some  spot  where 
it  is  most  needed.  They  do  not 
contact  anyone  and  may  not 
even  know  to  contact  anyone. 
They  just  get  things  together 
and  go.  There  is  no  way  to 
manage  this  response,  but  fnese 
folks  make  a  difference. 

What  do  we  do  with  these 
disasters  like  Katrina?  First  of 
all  we  thank  God  for  the  thou¬ 
sands  and  thdiusands  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  responding  no 
matter  what  track  they  take. 
Every  one  of  them  is  needed. 
For  the  many  supplying 
goods  or  taking  up  money  so 
that  we  can  buy  supplies  to 
help  hurting  people,  I  just  say 
thank  God  for  you  and  your 
gracious  generosity. 

Furthermore,  if  you  want  to 
do  something  and  do  not 
know  how  to  connect,  you  can 
help  and  we  can  help  you 
help.  There  are  churches  that 
can  partner  with  hurting  con¬ 
gregations  and  stay  with  them 
for  the  long  journey  of  recov¬ 
ery.  There  are  individuals  who 
can  offer  their  expertise,  write 
a  check,  or  if  nothing  else  sim¬ 
ply  go  and  say,  "We  are  here 
to  do  whatever  needs  to  be 
done."  If  you  need  help  find¬ 
ing  a  place  and  something  to 
do,  you  can  call  (601)  292-3206 
or  (601)  503-7517  and  find  a 
way  to  be  a  part  of  the  relief 
effort.  If  you  have  Internet 
access  you  can  go  to 
www.mbcb.org  and  find 
opportunities  to  help  that 
way.  You  can  write  a  check  to 
Hurricane  Relief  and  send  it 
to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530, 
and  it  will  flow  directly  to 

f)eople  and  churches  wnose 
ives  have  been  shattered. 

While  people  from  across 
the  nation  are  seeking  to  help 
us,  the  most  amazing  thing  is 
to  see  Mississippi  Baptists, 
some  of  whom  are  victims 
themselves,  reaching  out  to 
others  to  bring  hope  and  help. 
While  we  may  not  be  a  perfect 
people  and  the  system  tor  dis¬ 
aster  help  may  not  be  perfect¬ 
ed  to  the  degree  that  any  of  us 
would  like  it  to  be  when  it 
comes  to  responding  in  the 
best  way  to  the  worst  events, 
you  wonderful  Mississippi 
Baptist  folk  stand  in  fine 
behind  no  one.  1  thank  God  for 
you  and  ini  the  love  of  Christ 
you  are  making  a  difference: 


The  author  map  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 
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President  sets  national  day  of  prayer 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  As  the  nation  unites 
for  the  daunting  challenge  of  assisting 
Hiirricane  Katrina  survivors.  President  Bush  is 
Ccilling  for  a  national  day  of  prayer  and  remem¬ 
brance  on  September  16. 

"Throughout  our  history  in  times  of  test¬ 
ing,  Americans  have  come  together  to  heal 
and  ask  for  strength  for  the  tasks  ahead," 
Bush  said  during  remarks  on  hurricane  relief 
Sept,  8.  "...  I  ask  that  we  pray  —  as  Americans 
have  always  prayed  in  times  of  trial  —  with 
confidence  in  His  purpose,  with  hope  for  a 
brighter  future  and  with  the  humility  to  ask 
God  to  keep  us  strong  so  that  we  can  better 
serve  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  need." 

In  response  to  Bush's  request  for  a  national 
day  of  prayer,  the  National  Day  of  Prayer  Task 
Force  is  stepping  up  to  promote  awareness, 
Shirley  Dobson,  chairwoman  of  the  National 
Day  of  Prayer  Task  Force,  called  on  Americans 
to  pray  for  all  those  affected  by  Katrina. 

^'As  the  devastation  from  Hurricane  Katrina 
escalates,  we  at  the  National  Day  of  Prayer 
Task  Force  want  to  express  our  heartfelt  sym¬ 
pathy  to  the  families  and  communities  affected 
by  this  catastrophic  event,"  Dobson  said  in  a 
Sept.  6  news  release.  "The  initial  disaster,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  resulting  floods  and  now  short¬ 
age  of  water,  food,  medical  supplies,  shelter 
and  other  necessities,  has  been  aifficult  to  wit¬ 
ness  and  in  turn,  comprehend." 


Dobson  listed  several  prayer  requests: 

•  For  the  safety  cind  health  of  the  hurricane 
victims. 

•  That  God  will  give  the  rescuers  the  physi¬ 
cal  and  spiritual  strength  required  to  do 
their  worK. 

•  For  patience  for  those  anxiously  waiting  to 
hear  from  family  members  or  for  word  on 
their  homes  and  neighborhoods. 

•  For  problems  to  be  solved  in  peace  and  for 
order  to  be  established  in  the  midst  of  chaos. 

•  For  the  relief  orgaiuzations,  that  they  will 
receive  enou^  supplies  and  funds  to  address 
tile  needs  before  them  and  that  tiiey  will  get  the 
supplies  distributed  (^ckly  and  efficiently. 

•  TTiat  citizens  will  selflessly  open  their  hearts 
and  homes  to  the  victims. 

"By  uniting  in  prayer  as  a  nation,  we  can 
avail  ourselves  of  the  wisdom  that  only  God 
provides,"  Dobson  said. 

"By  petitioning  Him  for  mercy  and  grace, 
people  everywhere  can  be  a  very  real  and 
necessary  part  of  the  hope  and  healing. 
Through  prayer,  we  can  access  the  power  of 
God  Himself,"  she  said. 

"We  have  much  more  work  to  do,"  said 
Bush,  "but  the  people  who  have  been  hurt  by 
this  storm  neecf  to  know  that  the  government 
is  going  to  be  with  you  for  the  long  haul." 


Luter  mourns  lost  N.O.  church,  seeks  to  gather  flock 


PASTOR'S  TEARS  —  Fred  Luter,  pastor  of  Franklin  Avenue  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  wipes  tears  from  his  eyes  as  he  tells  students  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  that  the  flooding  caused  by  Hurricane  Katrina  destroyed  his  church 
buildings  and  scattered  most  of  his  7,000-plus  church  members  to  points 
unknown  across  the  United  States.  (BP  photo  by  Jonathan  Blai) 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  Fred 
Luter  Jr.  no  longer  has  a  home  or  the 
church  building  where  he  has  preached 
since  1986.  The  New  Orleans  pastor  has 
no  idea  where  most  of  his  flock  is,  nor 
many  of  his  friends  and  family. 

Luter,  pastor  of  Franklin  Avenue 
Church  in  the  heart  of  New  Orleans,  kept 
an  appointment  to  preach  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth  on  Sept.  6,  an 
appointment  he  made  long  before 
Hurricane  Katrina  blew  through  his  dty. 

At  Southwestern,  he  was  uplifted 
and  encouraged  as  he  met  with  fami¬ 
ly,  friends  and  even  members  of  his 
church  that  he  hadn't  seen  since 
floodwaters  invaded  New  Orleans. 

Luter  and  his  wife  left  Louisiana  on 
a  previously  planned  trip  to  Arkansas 
just  as  Katrina  drew  a  bead  on  New 
Orleans.  He  said  that  "riding  out  the 
storm"  was  not  an  unusual  pastime 
for  him  and  his  wife,  so  they  only  took 
along  a  few  articles  of  clothing. 

As  for  his  church  members,  who 
number  more  than  7,000,  Luter  said  he 
has  only  had  contact  witii  about  100  of 
them  since  the  hurricane  and  flooding 
forced  them  to  flee.  "I  miss  them;  I  just 
don't  know  where  they  are,"  Luter  said. 

For  a  time,  Luter  said  he  felt  fear  as  the 
levees  broke  and  his  dty  flooded,  but  then 
he  said  he  sensed  a  lebiike  and  a  challenge. 

"[Jesus]  I  looked  at  me  and  asked, 
'Fred,  why  are  you  fearful?  How  is  it 
that  you  have  no  faith?  You've  been 
preacmng  faith  all  these  years  and  teach- 
mg  faith  all  these  years  amd  telling  other 
people  to  have  faim.  Now  it's  time  to  use 
some  of  your  faith,"  Luter  recoimted. 

He  was  able  to  find  some  members  of 
his  congregation  during  a  visit  to 
Reunion  Arena  in  Dallas,  ^en  some  of 
the  members  of  his  church  showed  up  at 
the  Fort  Worth  seminary's  chapel  service. 

"When  I  saw  members  here  this 
morning,  it  just  broueht  tears  to  my 
eyes,  because  first  of  all,  I  didn't  know 
where  they  were,"  he  said. 

During  the  chapel  service,  Luter  also 
saw  his  sister  and  ner  family  for  the  first 


time  since  the  hurricane  and  flood.  The 
pastor  also  had  learned  that  his  brother, 
Keith,  had  been  accounted  for  amid 
Katrina's  evacuees  from  New  Orleans. 

"I'm  going  to  try  between  now  and 
the  end  of  the  year  to  get  all  around  and 
visit  all  of  them  that  I  can,"  Luter  said  of 
finding  the  members  of  his  congregation 
who  are  now  scattered  in  cities  such  as 
Houston,  Memphis,  and  Atlanta. 

"To  think  you  could  pastor  a  large 
church,  have  a  wonderful  family,  won¬ 
derful  home,  wonderful  congrejgation 
and  in  a  matter  of  one  day  it  couldall  be 
gone  is  just  unbelievable,"  Luter  said. 
^We  have  no  place  to  worship,  no  place  to 
come  and  see  our  folk,  no  home  to  go  to." 

Luter  was  not  in  a  self-pitying  or  ques¬ 
tioning  frame  of  mind  when  he  spoke  of 
Jesus  calming  the  storm  in  Mark  4:35-41. 


Noting  that  the  storms  of  life  will  come 
for  everyone,  Luter  struck  a  triumphant 
and  enfnusiastic  tone  in  declaring  the 
presence  and  trustworthiness  of  God 
regardless  of  the  circumstances. 

"I've  discovered  that  when  trouble 
comes  your  way,  that  when  the  storms 
of  life  are  raging,  faith  is  tiie  first  area 
that  the  enemy  works  on,"  Luter  said.  "I 
must  admit  that  watching  CNN  <md 
watching  Fox  News  and  watching  my 
city  and  my  town  and  my  home  and  my 
church  ...  under  water,  that  my  faith 
said,  'Now  watcha  gonna  do?"' 

He  said  he  began  to  lose  sight  of  all 
that  God  has  done  in  his  life  as  "the 
enemy"  clouded  his  mind  with  fear  for 
the  moment.  Fear,  he  said,  is  the  opposite 
of  faith.  In  Mark  4:35-41,  the  dimples 
displayed  that  fear  when  a  storm  came 


their  way,  Luter  said,  but  Christians  can 
learn  from  the  actions  of  the  disciples 
and  from  the  response  of  Christ  what  to 
do  when  the  storms  of  life  come. 

First,  believers  must  remember  the 
promises  of  Jesus,  Luter  said.  "Romans 
8:38-39  says,  'For  1  cim  convinced  that  nei¬ 
ther  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  princi¬ 
palities,  nor  powers,  nor  tilings  present, 
nor  things  to  come,  nor  height  nor  depth, 
nor  Hurricane  Katrina  shall  re  able  to  sep¬ 
arate  us  from  the  love  of  God,"'  Luter  said. 

Second,  Luter  said  Christians 
should  remember  the  presence  of 
Jesus  when  the  $torms  come.  He 
emphasized  that  Jesus  was  in  the  ship 
witn  the  disciples  even  as  the  storm 
was  around  them.  "Jesus  didn't  say, 
'Guys,  listen.  We  had  a  good  crusade. 
You  all  pack  up  things.  I'm  going  to 
walk  on  water  and  I'll  meet  you  all  on 
the  other  side.'  He  didn't  do  that.  He 
could  have,  but  he  didn't.  The  Bible 
says  He  was  in  the  ship,"  Luter  said. 

Third,  Luter  said  Christians  must 
remember  the  power  of  Jesus  when  the 
storms  come.  When  the  disciples  awoke 
Jesus  during  the  storm,  Jesus  command¬ 
ed  the  wind,  "Quiet.  Be  still." 

Jesus  then  asked  the  disciples  why 
they  were  so  fearful.  "Always  remem¬ 
ber  that  when  the  storms  show  up,  so 
does  the  Savior,"  Luter  said. 

Luter  was  introduced  in  chapel  by 
Southwestern  President  Paige 
Patterson.  In  what  has  become  a  tradi¬ 
tion  under  Patterson's  leadership  dur¬ 
ing  times  of  crisis,  eight  seminarians 
took  off  their  cowboy  boots  and  passed 
them  around  the  chapel  to  students,  fac¬ 
ulty  and  staff.  Nearly  $5,400  was 
received  for  the  rebuilding  cind  relief  of 
Luter 's  church  in  the  "boot  offering." 

"His  people  have  lost  everyfliing 
they've  got, "^Patterson  said. 

Another  boot  offering  is  planned 
for  Thursday's  chapel  service;  it  will 
be  earmarked  for  the  students  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  which  was  evacu¬ 
ated  after  the  post-Katrina  levee 
breaks  flooded  the  campus. 


to  the 
strength  of  women. 


At  Treasured  Clay  Pottery  and  Gifts,  we're  proud  to  offer  quality 
pottery  through  our  Christian-run  business.  For  the  past  four  years, 
we’ve  released  a  stunning  new  piece  of  our  “Women  of  the  Bible 
Collection”  on  Mother’s  Day,  with  nine  pieces  being  our  final  goal 
for  this  series.  Each  piece  of  pottery  is  individually  hand-turned 
and  goes  through  several  stages  over  its  two-week  design  period. 
Available  in  two  colors,  cranberry  and  huckleberry,  no  two  pieces 
are  alike  and  each  one  is  signed  by  the  potter  and  engraved  with 
his  trademark  inscription  “God  Bless  You.”  To  own  a  piece  of  this 
limited  collection  and  see  our  other  products,  please  visit: 


www.treasuredclaygifts.com 


1'ri..\si  RI  D  ('1-\Y 
(Pottery  and  Qifts 


We  gladly  accept 
MasterCard  and  VISA 
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kitchen  at  the  church  and 
made  cookies  for  the  relief 
workers  and  Entergy 
workers  housed  at  the 
church.  Shown  are  Mary 
Elizabeth  Stringer,  Paige 
Harvey,  Laura  Lee  Dyar, 
Chancey  Harvey,  and 
Autumn  Grier  (an  evac¬ 
uee  from  Gulfport.) 

6.  The  Women  on  Mission 
group  of  First  Church, 
Columbus,  provided  "Kool 
KoUars"  made  from  strips 
of  fabric  containing  crystals 
that,  when  soaked  in  water, 
provide  cooling  comfort  for 
troops  serving  in  the 
Middle  East.  Over  3000 
kool  kollars  have  been  sent. 


1.  First  Church,  Columbia,  rec¬ 
ognizes  their  lst-6th  grade 
GAs.  Shown  are  the  GAs. 


2.  Glendale  Church,  Leland, 
recognized  Bernard  M. 
Oglesby  for  51  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  as  a  Sunday  School 
teacher.  Shown  are  Roy 
Webb,  Oglesby,  and  Dick 
Hill,  pastor. 

3.  Grace  Church,  Philadel- 

Bhia,  recently  ordained 
•ennis  Dontrich,  Ronnie 
Asbill,  and  Eric  Sharp  as 
deacons.  Shown  are  Don¬ 
trich,  Asbill,  Sharp,!  and 
pastor  Chris  Vowell. 

4.  McBee  Church,  Columbus, 
recently  held  groundbreak¬ 
ing  ceremonies  for  their 
new  educarional  budding. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

5.  Children  of  Tylertown 
Church,  Tylertown, 
worked  at  the  relief 


1.  GAs,  First  Church,  Columbia 


BAPTISTS 


7.  Liberty  Hill  Church, 
Panola  County,  recognized 
Lewis  Snider  for  41  years  of 
perfect  Sunday  School 
attendance.  Shown  are  Jay 
Anderson,  pastor;  Snider; 
and  Roger  Crosswhite. 


3.  Deacon  Ordination,  Grace  Church,  Philadelphia 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx,  1932  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 

DEZ  NRT  OHPLPN  OHT- 


2.  Oglesby  recognized  for  service,  Glendale  Church,  Leland 
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5.  GAs  cook  for  relief  workers,  Tylertown  Church,  Tylertown 


YPLON  NPCENRX  YEIL;EDT 


4.  Groundbreaking  Ceremony,  McBee  Church,  Columbus 


Clue:  L  =  R 

Have  tun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  enc  oded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Revelation  Three:  Twenty. 


6.  Women  on  Mission,  First  Church,  Columbus 


7.  Perfect  Attendance,  Liberty  Hill  Church,  Panola  County 
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Vacation  Bible  School 


Friendship  Church,  McComb,  has  called  lA^Uiam  Durr  as 
youth  minister.  Durr,  a  Brookhaven  native,  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  College  and  previously  served  Concord  Church, 
McCall  Creek. 

Reggie  Bridges  has  resigned  as  pastor  of 
Pine  Grove  Church,  Picayune,  to  accept  the 

gastorate  of  First  Church,  Zachary,  La. 

ridges  will  continue  his  doctoral  studies  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Cedarview  Church,  Olive  Branch,  has 
called  Sidney  L.  McNeil,  Jr.,  as  music  director. 

McNeil  served  as  music  director  at  Immanuel 
Church  and  is  the  bcmd  director  at  Olive 
Branch  High  School. 


8.  First  Church,  Columbus, 
recognizes  their  Mission 
Friends  group.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 

9.  Parkway  Church,  Houston's, 
Mission  Friends  have  been 
studying  the  Bramlett  Relief 
Center  m  New  Orleans.  For 
their  Christmas  in  August 
project  the  group  provided 
personal  needs  bags  for  indi¬ 
viduals  in  areas  devastated 
by  Hurricane  Katrina.  Shown 
are  the  participants;  leaders 
are  Ella  Spencer,  Anita 
Voyles,  Renay  Moore,  Dot 
Fleming,  and  Teresa  Smith. 
Randy  Rinehart,  pastor. 

10.  The  children's  choirs  of 
First  Church,  Morton,  pre¬ 
sented  the  musical  Holy 
Moses.  Leaders  are  Gayle 
Alford,  Monica  Aycock, 
Barbara  Ott,  and  Martha 
Smith.  Shown  are  the  par¬ 
ticipants.  Earl  Clark,  pastor. 

11.  Wallerville  Church,  New 
Albany,  ordained  George 
Hodges  as  deacon.  Shown 
are  Glen  Cl^ton,  Hodges, 
and  Horace  Thomas,  pastor. 

12.  Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  is  hosting  a  commu¬ 
nity  singing^pt.  17,  6  p.m., 
featuring  The  Providence 
Quartet.  Call  (662)  895-2661 
for  information. 


McNeil 


8.  Mission  Friends,  First  Church,  Columbus 


9.  Mission  Friends,  Parkway  Church,  Houston 


13.  Providence  Church,  Carroll 
Covmty,  will  have  a  special 
service  Sept.  18,  5:30  p.m., 
celebrating  Eli  Wiltshire's 
50th  anniversary  in  ministry. 


Hamburg  Church,  Franklin  County,  recently  held  their  VBS, 
Shannon  Allen,  director;  Calvin  Wactor,  pastor. 


e  Mountain  Hurricane  Katrina.  Organists 
was  ranked  in  include  Len^  Bobo,  Marc 
tegory  of  Best  Cerisier,  Carol  Durham, 
?  Colleges  —  Robert  Knupp,  Billy  Trotter, 
and  Kathy  Vail.  The  Quimby 
organ  at  First  Church  is  the 
Noel  tenth  largest  pipe  organ  in 
Engebretson,  the  world.  For  more  intorma- 
pianist  and 
associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  music 
at  the  Unive¬ 
rsity  of  Ala- 

Thomas  Richardson  is  the  bama,  will  pi^nt  a  piano  con- 
new  chair  of  the  department  of 
lar^uage  and  literature  at 
WCC.  Specializing  in 
American  and  Southern  litera¬ 
ture,  Richardson  comes  to 
Carey  after  a  34-year  career  at 
the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  Richardson 
receiveci  a  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from  USM,  a  master  of 
arts  degree  from  the 
University  of  Alabama,  and  a 
doctoral  degree  from 
Vanderbilt  where  he  served  as 
a  research  fellow. 


BLUE 

MOUNTAIN 

COLLEGE 

FOUNDED  l»n 


1 0.  Children's  Choir,  First  Church,  Morton 


In  an  effort  to  aid  those 
affected  by  Hurricane 
Katrina,  MC  is  compiling  a 
list  of  students,  faculty,  and 
staff  with  needs;  contact 
mcole@mc.edu  with  informa¬ 
tion  including  contact  num¬ 
bers,  specific  needs,  etc.  The 
school  is  also  developing  a 
campus-wide  relief  effort, 
and  asking  for  volunteers  to 
work  with  Habitat  for 
Humanity.  To  volunteer  for 
Habitat,  email 

khenders@mc.edu  for  more 
information. 


11.  Deacon  Ordination,  Wallerville  Church,  New  Albany 
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Event  Status  Updates 


The  following  list  contains  updated 
information  on  events.  More  events  will 
be  added  to  this  list  as  soon  as  the  infor¬ 
mation  becomes  available. 

*  Bible  Drill  Clinic  -  Biloxi 

Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry 
First  Baptist  Church,  Biloxi 
Sept.  1 2,  Cancelled 


•  Bible  Drill  Clinic  -  McComb 

Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry 
West  McComb  Baptist  Church 
Sept.  1 3,  Cancelled 

•  Professional  Certification  & 

SkillShops  for  Ministry  Assistants 

Pastor/Leadership  Development 

Camp  Garaywa 

Sept.  1 3-Sept.  1 5,  Cancelled, 

May  be  rescheduled  later. 

•  Bible  Drill  Clinic  -  Clinton 
Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry 
Camp  Garaywa,  Sept.  1 3,  Relocated 
to  First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton. 

•  1 0th  Anniversary  Missionary 
Parents/  Missionary  Kids  Fellowship 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 

Camp  Garaywa,  Sept.  1 6,  Postponed 
Moved  to  Spring  Meeting, 

Apr.  21-22,  2006 

•  State  Flandbell  Seminar 

Church  Music 


Hiticrest  Baptist  Church,  Byram 
Sept.  1 6-Sept.  1 7,  Cancelled 

•  Mississippi  Missionary  Fellowship 

Woman's  Missionary  Union 

Camp  Garaywa  —  Sept.  1 7,  Cancelled 

•  January  Bible  Study  Clinic 

Sunday  School 
William  Carey  College 
Sept.  1 9,  Postponed 

•  January  Bible  Study  Clinic 

Sunday  School 

Pike  Association,  McComb 

Sept.  20,  Postponed 

•  January  Bible  Study  Clinic 

Sunday  School 

Lauderdale  Association,  Marion 
Sept.  22,  Postponed 

•  Chaplains  Training 

Evangelism 

Baptist  Building  Skyroom,  Jackson 
Sept.  23,  As  Scheduled 


•  4  Senior  Adult  Conference, 

Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
Sept.  27-Sept.  29,  Cancelled 

•  National  Missions  Weekender 
(Training  Conference) 

Woman^  Missionary  Union  I 

Lifeway  Ridgecrest  Conference  Center 
Ridgecrest,  NC 
Sept.  27-Oct.  2,  Cancelled 

•  Special  Ministries  Retreat 

Sunday  School 

Camp  Garaywa 

Sept.  30-Oct.  1 ,  Cancelled 

•  Church  Library  Ministry  Conference 

Communication  Services 
First  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 
Oct.  7-Oct.  8,  Cancelled 

•  RA  Day 

Men's  Ministry 
Mississippi  College 
Oct.  8,  Cancelled 


¥ 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


MIDWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
MERIDIAN,  is  seeking  a  full-time  min¬ 
ister  of  music  with  sorrre  additional 
duties.  Send  resume  and  references  to 
Dr.  Keith  Grubbs,  staff  search  commit¬ 
tee,  4579  Old  8th  St  Rd  N,  Meridian, 
MS  39307  or  fax  (601 )  483-5491 .  Or 

email  kgrubbsQgbnn.net. _ 

FIRST  CHURCH,  CLUCKSTADT, 
Miss.,  seeking  a  music  minister  for 
Sunday  mornings  and  Wednesday 
nights  only.  Blended  worship,  free- 
flowing  format.  Contact  Author 
Comans  at  (601)  209-6000  or  email 

authorcomansQaol  .corw. _ 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/YOUTH:  Center 
Hill  Baptist  Church,  Hamilton, 
Mississippi.  Resumes  are  being  accept¬ 
ed  for  a  full-time  minister  of 
music/youth.  Send  resumes  to  Center 
Hill  Baptist  Church,  c/o  music/youth 
search  committee,  P.O.  Box  59, 

Hamilton,  MS  39746. _ 

HARRISBURG  BAPTIST  CHURCH' 
TUPELO,  MISS.,  (Lee  County)  is  accept¬ 
ing  resumes  for  Director  of  childhood 
education  to  provide  leadership  for 
ministry  to  children  in  grades  1-6. 
Resumes  slnxild  be  mailed  to  Mr.  Gary 
Waters,  committee  chairman,  506  Lake 
F^rk  Drive,  Tupelo,  MS  38801 . 


MS  Posh  IONS 


Mississippi  Baptist  Minister  to  Host 

Alaska 

Cruise 

And  Pacific  Northwest  Vacation 

"/  \\k%A  this  trio  so  much...w9’n  aoina  backl" 

On  July  18, 2(X)6  join  your  Spiritual  Director,  Baptist  Mnister  Pastor  Roy  Meyers  on 
this  15-day  vacation  including  a  7-day  deluxe  Alaska  Cruise  vdth  HoH^  America 
Line  and  a  7-day  PacHic  Northwest  vacation  with  Your  Man  Tours.  Devotions  will 
be  made  available  for  those  in  the  group  iMk>  wish  to  participate.  Pastor  Myem 
served  for  43  years  as  pastor  of  several  churches  in  Mfosissippi.  Currently  he  is 
semi  retired  and  serves  as  interim  pastor  at  Double  Springs  Baptist  Church  in 
Starkville.  Mosissippi.  Pastor  Meyers  and  his  wife  Syble  took  this  same  trip  in  June 
of  2005  serving  as  Your  Man  Tours’  Baptist  Hosts.  They  look  forward  to  returning 
next  year  as  hosts  for  our  Baptist  group  visiting  the  land  of  the  midnight  sun  during 
some  of  summer’s  longer  daylight  hours.  Your  group  \«il  fly  into  Seattle  fa  a  night 
before  a  scenic  motor  coach  drive  to  Vancouva  where  you’ll  board  the  flve-star  ms 
Volendam.  Next  travel  thromfe  a  wondrous  mare  of  fofeetwHeland  and 
Qlader-carved  flonli.  out  channinQ  cowtii  vMapes.  rnlBwaoB  tMtalee  and 

cahrinBgfecfetsto^neBU.8kaBwev.KsfcWkanandtpectictilarQJacferBav. 

Alta  llto  cruise  you’l  start  a  six-night  motor  coach  tour  with  daily  escorted 
sightseeing  visiting  British  Columbia;  the  Cascade  Mountains;  Washington;  the 
Grand  Coulee  Dam;  Lake  Coeur  d’Alene;  Montana;  Yellowstone  (Old  Faithful)  and 
Grand  Teton  National  Parks;  Jackson  Hote,  Wyoming;  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho;  and  in 
Utah;  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  Momron  Tabernacle,  and  more.  You’ll  fly  home  after  a 
night  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Prices  for  this  15-day  vacation  start  at  only  $1998  (pa 
person,  double  occupancy),  including,  port  charges  and  taxes,  lots  of  escorted 
motor  coach  sightseeing  throughout  the  Padiic  NorthwesL  the  7-day  deluxe  Alaska 
cruise,  7  nights  in  quality  hotels,  and  baggage  handling.  Add  $^  airfare  from 
Jackson  a  Gulfport/Biloxi,  MS;  Birmingham,  AL  a  Memphis,  TN. 

$100  deposits  are  now  due.  Friends  and  family  are  wetcome. 

Fa  information,  reservatioas,  brochure,  and  Rev.  Meyers’  ietta  call: 

'YOUR  MAN’ TOURS  1-800-968-7626 

Providing  carefree  vacations  since  1967!  • 


Rn\  i\ ALS  &  Homcco\ii\c;s 


Clifton  Church,  Scott 
County:  Homecoming  Sept. 
18;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m., 
followed  oy  worship  at  10:45 
a.m.  and  potluck  dinner.  M. 
L.  Wallace,  speaker;  Tony 
Henry,  pastor. 

Hickory  Church,  Hickory: 
Homecoming  Sept  25;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.  followed  W  dinner 
cm  tltt  grounds;  Hal  Ethridge, 
speaker;  Jamie  MeaderS/  music; 
Hank  Harmon,  interim  pastor. 

Lucien  Church,  Lucien: 
Revival,  Sept  18-21;  Sun.,  11 
a.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  CJene 
Douglas,  speaker;  Mike  Britt, 
musK;  CHven  King,  pastor. 

New  Providence  Church, 
Carthage,  is  canceling  their 
annual  homecoming  sched¬ 
uled  for  Sept.  18  due  to  disrup¬ 


tions  caused  by  Katrina.  The 
2006  Homecoming  will  be  the 
third  Sunday  in  S^tember. 

North  Morton  Church, 
Morton:  Homecoming,  Srat 
18.  Worship,  10:30  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  limdi  and  singing 
1:30  p.m.  Adam  Wyatt,  speak¬ 
er;  music  by  locals. 

Rocl^  Point  Church, 
Leake  County:  Revival,  Oct. 
2-5,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Don 
Taylor,  speaker;  Dusty 
Rhodes  and  Molly,  music. 
Homecoming,  Sept  25;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:45  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch;  Billy  Cox,  speaker. 

Shiloh  Chuidi,  Big  Credc 
Revival,  Oct  7-9.  FrL-Sat,  7 
pm.;  Sun.,  regular  momii^  wor¬ 
ship  and  6  p.m.;  Kelly  nnith, 
speaker;  Cha^  Brazier,  music. 


Classihid  Ads 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 


INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christumer-ins.com. 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACA¬ 
TION  CONDOS,  vwvw.gulfshorescon- 
dos.com.  All  size  units  available.  Fall 
specials,  2  night  weekend  $140,  4 
weeknights  $200.  Efficiency  unit  (2 
adults  2  kids)  Good  9/b  thru  10/31, 
(205)  556-0368  or  (205)  554-1524. 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 

(662)  455-6743.  _ 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLASS,  Meridian. 
Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  (601)  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 
STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving 
MS  &  AL  since  1 992.  Call  (800)  605-2970, 
SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN  OWNED.  All  home  improve¬ 
ments,  vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal 
and  shingle  roofs,  patio  covers,  screen 
and  glass  rooms.  (601)  992-2092,  Don 
&  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 


church  wirKlows,  reworking  and  repair, 
ColumbusQackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

FOR  SALE:  1 988,  twenty-five  passenger 
Ford  Eldorado  church  bus,  v-8.  New 
tires,  seats  recovered,  58,264  miles. 
Price:  $5,000,  call  (318)  323-2119. 
CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents 
interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly 
service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or 
www.lowermyphonebill.corTVharoldtt. 
DISABILITY  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT: 
We  offer  several  low  cost  plans  to 
choose  from.  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. 
Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232-0686. 
MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  New  plan, 
saving  seniors  hundreds  a  year!  Call 
today  and  receive  our  free  information 
letter  on  the  new  prescription  plans  now 
available  to  qualified  seniors.  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance  toll  free  (877)  232-0686. 
RECOVER  CHURCH  PEWS.  Let  us  cover 
or  recover  your  church  pews.  Free  esti¬ 
mates,  call  Bobby  Otts,  (662)  512-5713. 
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Kelly  Auditorium,  looking  toward  beach 


Ground  Floor  Main  Lobby 


Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  entrance  sign 


Staff  Housing 
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Mrs.  Viiifie  Bdds 
Mrs.  FrMKis  Smith 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  F.  Smith 
Victoria  Spiers 

Mrs.  EUine  Moak 
BUUe  Teniiison 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  W.  Owen  Sr. 
Mrs.  ElUe  Todd 

Mrs.  Nancy  Shelton 
Charles  IVuhilt 

Mrs.  Janeiro  L.  Cranage 
Mr.  Roy  Patton  'HirBer,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Carrie  S.  Evans 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Clayton  Waddell 
Mrs.  Audra  T.  O'Neal 
Tom  Wansky 

Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 
Billy  &  Ethel  Whitten 
Mr.  W.  T.  WhaUey 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Frances  Hamner 
Mr.  Paul  Williamson 

Tinsley  Baptist  Church 
Tommy  Wise,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Pat  Duckworth 
Mr.  James  T.  Wylie 

Ruth  SSC,  Morgan  Chapel 
BC-Sturgis 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jiack  L.  Henry 
Mrs.  Lee  Audis  Jayroe 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lamar  Kimbrough 


Mrs.  Nell  W.  Disrouke 
Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Land 

Mr.  Billy  Mack  McEachem 
Mrs.  Aaita  Ledbetter 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Makol  Norwood 
A  Family 

Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Grace  Naron  McClure 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  H.  King 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Mikell 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Jimmy  Mitchell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Buddy  Dean 
Mrs.  Ruth  Otts 

Frances  Hamner 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Morris  H.  McCaffrey 
Charlie  Padgette 

Mrs.  Irene  L.  Brisier 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  M.  Parsons 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  C.  Parsons 
Mr.  Malcolm  A.  Peevey,  Jr. 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mrs.  Ramie  McLeod  Phillips 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mrs.  Ellen  Ramsey 

Ms.  Frances  Zumbro 
Pauline  NIs  Reese 

Joe  Hartley  SSC,  FBC-Baicsville 
Charles  R.  R<rf>ison 

Helen  Finney  SSC-Parkway 
BC-TupcIo 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Swan  Ryan 


Aug.  27-Sept.  9 

Honors 


Dm  Stack 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  W.  Kilgore 
Charlie  Brabham 

Bethel  Baptist  Church 
Maurice  Brown 

Mrs.  Chester  G.  McWhoiter 
Mary  Frank  Bryan 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Walter  C.  Fulton 
Kenny  BurchAeM 

Frances  Hamner 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Rev.  James  H.  Burrell 
Frances  Hamner 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Mrs.  Elmer  E.  Hointes 
Mr  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  S.  Woodniff 
A  Chuck 

Mrs.  Alice  Rkldk  Capwell 
Mrs.  Lee  Audis  Jayroe 
Mrs.  Joan  Chambers 

Jo  A  Jimmie  Smithey 
Lee  Coker 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Aubry  L.  Hays 
Bill  H.  Davis 

Paul  &  Holly  Walters  Craft 
Gerald  H.  Walters 
Phil  Davis 

Jerry  A  Ray  DaviN 
Joyce  Denman 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Criswell  Jr. 
Mr.  John  Mason  ^Jack**  Denton,  Sr. 
Mrs.  Kathry  n  Emt^y 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Hobbs 
Mrs.  Ruth  D.  LcRoeen 
Ms.  Ruth  V.  Whitt 
Jeff  Dukes 

Mr.  A  hhs.  James  W.  Appenon  Sr. 
Harriet  Dunbar 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  W.  Owen  Sr. 
Mr.  Dunson 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Inez  Fani 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edgar  J.  Fryery 
Mrs.  Irene  Frank 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Gano  Hall 

Bob  Lowe  A  Family 
Martha  Raybom  Hall 

Ms.  Sue  Ann  Schilling  A  Family 
Mr.  Buford  Harrison 
-  Jo  A  Jimmie  Smithey 
Mrs.  Reba  Hawkins 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth  Hawkins 
Mary  Eark  Sealy  Hawks 
Amelia  Ann  Lentz 
Kathy  Neal 
Carolyn  Oglesby 
Ruth  F.  Walden 
Mrs.  Ruby  Hill 

Graeber  Brothers  Iik. 

Mr.  Horace  Holmes 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rex  Cowart 
Carl  &  Mark  Hopkins 

Butch.  Sandra  &  Andy  Duvall 
Lisa  Galloway  Humes 


The  Village  View 


Margaret  Barber 

Ms.  Mary  H.  McMUlin 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  John  F.  ChBlon 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Helen  Crain 

Ms.  Jessica  H.  Germany 
Mrs.  Lee  Audis  Jayroe 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Dr.  Van  L.  Lackey 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Paul  &  Dorothy  Nunnery 
Ms.  Paulette  Campbell 
Mrs.  Anna  Royston 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Martha  Williamson 

Ms.  Margaret  Ann  Finnie 

Memorials 


Mrs.  Sue  Ammon 

Jo  &  Jimmie  Smithey 
Lee  Horace  Bass 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Buddy  Dean 
Mrs.  Norma  Beddingfkid 
Jo  A  Jimmie  Smithey 
Farilyn  Bell 

Edwin  &  Kay  Carpenter 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  Garrard 


Dr.  Ror\  Lee,  Excutive  Director 


The  Baptist  Chiliren's  Village  providing  for 
children  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Katrina 


P.O.  Box  27  •  Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242  •  E-mail:  bcv1@misnet.com 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 


We  hav'e  begun  to  receive  children  into  the  care  of 
The  BCV  who  have  been  affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina 
while  we  have  others  seeking  refuge  in  the  wake  of 
storms  such  as  family  crises.  Kegardless,  from  whence 
th^  come  they  are  nevertheless  in  need.  ,  i.,.. 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village  has  five  campuses 
throughout  the  state  of  Mississippi  that  are  equipped  to 
collectively  accommodate  nearly  200  children. 

"We  were  already  in  the  process  of  expanding  our 
Deanash  Campus  in  Wiggins  which  is  located  within  30 
miles  of  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  This  new  facility 
should  be  completed  in  the  next  couple,"  said  Rory  Lee, 
Executive  Director. 

Together  The  B^tist  Children's  Village  with  the 
help  of  Mississippi  Baptists  will  keep  children  safe  and 
provide  them  an  opportunity  for  happiness,  healing 
and  a  successful  future. 

For  information  regarding  admission,  please  contact 
the  Social  Services  department  of  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village  at  601-922-2242  or  ssdept@Dap- 
tistchildrensvillage.com. 


By  Celeste  Cade 

Public  Relations  Associate 
The  Baptist  Children's  Village 


Purity...  not  something  you  would  first  think  of  when 
you  hear  the  words  "Hurricane  Katrina."  Ironically,  that's 
exactly  what  Katrina  means.  It  is  hard  for  our  minds  to 
understand  what  could  be  pure  in  something  that  brings 
such  devastahon.  The  work  of  a  hurricane  may  not  be  pure, 
but  our  response  to  it  can  be. 

We  are  taught  in  James  1:27  that  "religion  that  God  our 
father  accepts  as  pure  and  faultless  is  this:  to  look  after 
orphans  and  widows  in  their  distress  and  to  keep  oneself 
frbm  being  polluted  by  the  world." 

In  these  days  after  the  initial  impact  of  Hurricane 
Katrina,  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  is  continuing  our 
108  year  heritage  of  answering  God's  call  to  care  for  those 
who  cannot  care  for  themselves.  We  are  meeting  their  phys¬ 
ical  needs,  but  even  more  we  are  steering  children  along  the 
S.A.F.E.  Track  toward  Spiritual  growth.  Academic  achieve¬ 
ment,  Family  values  and  Emotional  strength. 


Thank  you  to  those  of  you  who  have 
helped  provide  the  following  special  items 
recently:  coffee  pots,  fry  daddy’s,  aprons 
and  school  supplies.  Our  children  and  staff 
are  very  appreciative  of  your  generosity. 

We  have  5  High  School 
Seniors  that  need: 

Senior  Portraits,  $379. 

Graduation  Invitations,  $100 
Class  Rings,  $200 
Yearbooks,  $50 


is  seeking  Christian  couples 

/ 

who  feel  God's  call  to  work  with  teenagers 
to  join  our  ministry  in  the  position  of 


Operation  Christmas 
Child  Shoebox  Project 


Child  Care  Worker 

on  the  India  Nunnery  Campus 
in  Jackson. 


The  Baptist  Children's  ViNage  for 
the  3rd  year  wHI  be  partnering 
with  Samaritan's  Purse,  an  inter¬ 
national  reihff  organization  headed  hy  Rev.  Franklin 
Graham.  This  pngect  provides  shoeboxes  filled  with 
^  and  candy  for  children  in  need  arountf  the 
world.  These  gifts  are  given  and  the  gospel  is  shared 
with  children  who  have  never  received  a  Christmas 
gift  or  heard  the  truth  about  Jesus  Christ  This  pro¬ 
ject  is  also  a  mission  prqject  for  The  Baptist 
CMIdreo'sVillageresidents.lllanytheresidentsvol- 
imteer  in  the  relay  centar  and  are  learning  how 
important  it  is  to  serve  others.  The  colaction  dates 
are  November  14-21.  For  more  information  contact 
ChrysMe  Thames  at  The  Baptist  ChOdron's  VRage 
at  60L922J242  or  ctliaiiiaii>baptistGliMraiisvil- 
tagsxom  or  go  to  wwwjaniaritanspurae.org. 


For  more  information  or  to  request  an 
application  please  contact: 

Mr.  Terry  Busby,  Campus  Life  Director 


The  new  structure  at  the  Deanash  campus  in  Wiggins  did  suffer  some  dam¬ 
age  related  to  Hurricane  Katrina.  We  are  moving  ahead  with  those  repairs 
and  the  completion  of  the  building  so  that  we  can  house  more  children  near 
the  MS  Gulf  Coast.  Also,  the  Dickerson  Place  Campus  in  Brookhaven  had 
damage  to  one  cottage  and  lost  56  trees.  If  you  or  your  church  can  help 
assist  either  of  these  campuses  please  contact  Mrs.  Chrystelle  Thames  at 
cthames@baptistchildrensvillage.com  or  601-922-2242. 


601-922-2242 

tbusby@baptistchildrensvillage.com 


Family  Bible  Study 

Put  First  Things  First 

Ecclesiastes  3:10-14;  12:13-14;  Mark  12:28-34 


:overed  the  Leam  of  God,  I  God  we  should  be  moti- 

letrack  us^  as  Ecclesiastes  3:10-14  vated  to  live  for  God  as 

rpose  in  life.  We  leam  from  verse  ,  well.  How  do  we  live 

red  that  ful-  11  that  God  is  gracious.  for  God?  First,  we  live  in 

;ms  through  The  Bible  describes  Him  as  tiie  •  fear  according  to  verse  13.  To 

nal  relation-  God  of  all  grace  who  is  gracious,  fear  Gcxl  doesn't  mean  to  walk 

us  Christ,  merciful  and  ready  to  pardon.  It  around  terrified  all  of  the  time. 

>eople  today  is  He  who  has  ’ 

;nize  that  thought  of  eter 


Rather,  we  are  to  reverence  and  life  meaning  and  motivates  us 
honor  Him.  Levitiqus  25:17  to  please  Gcxi.  Living  with  pur- 
commands  us  to  fear  our  God  pose  and  fulfillment  will  evade 
and  Proverbs  1:7  ensures  us  that  people  unless  and  until  they 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  begin-  leam  tc  live  as  they  were  creat- 
ning  of  knowledge.  ed,  to  fear  God  faithfully  with 

We  should  al^  live,  accord-  an  eternal  focus, 
ing  to  verse  13,  in  faithfulness. 

Faithfulness  is  sii^ly  depend-  Love  God,  Mark  12:28-34 
ability  or  stability.  Though  faith-  Living  with  purpose  as  God 
fulness  is  too  often  not  a  charac-  intends  means  not  only  leam- 
teristic  of  church  members,  it  is  ing  about  God,  and  living  for 
a  characteristic  of  those  who  God,  but  doing  it  all  out  oflove 
have  been  bom  again  and  for  God.  Jesus  said  that  the  first 
sealed  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  for  and  greatest  commandment  is 
it  is  one  of  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  to  love  God  with  our  entire 
Finally,  according  to  verse  being.  Since  the  command  to 
14,  if  we  are  to  live  for  God,  we  love  God  supremely  is  the  first 


shipping,  and  church  more 
than  they  love  Gcxi?  Anything 
that  is  loved  more  than  God 
becomes  an  idol,  throws  us  off 
course  and  leaves  us  unful¬ 
filled,  dissatisfied,  and  drifting 
purposelessly  through  life. 

How  can  we  live  a  life  of 
purpose?  Leam  about  Gcxi,  but 
don  t  stop  there.  Live  for  Gcxi, 
but  don't  stop  there  eiffier.  Fall 
in  love  with  Gcxi,  and  find  ful¬ 
fillment,  satisfaction  and  pur¬ 
pose  through  a  relationship 
with  the  lover  of  our  souls! 


Matthew  7:1  NIV  says: 

^"Do  not  judge,  or  you 
too  will  be  judged." 

That  speaks  to  all  of 
us!  Paul  asked  the 
Jews  who  judged  oth¬ 
ers,  who  themselves 
were  also  guilty  of  the 
same  accusations,  if 
they  thought  they 

in  Galatians  1:15-16  in  Davis 
New  Contemporary 
Version.  "God  had  special 
plans  for  me  and  set  me  apart 
for  His  work  even  before  I  was 
bom.  He  called  me  through  His 
grace  and  showed  His  Son  to 
me  so  that  I  might  tell  the  Gcxxl 
News  about  Hun." 

In  the  first  chapter  of  Paul  informed  them  that  I 
Romans,  Pau^  had  spoken  were  not  to  rely  on  God's  3.’  HUMBLE  jUtlGMENT 

patient  and  kind  nature,  but  to  (Romans  2:23-24) 
understand  that  He  was  giving  No  one  likes  being  around  a 
them  the  same  opportunity  braggart.  TTiey  talk  on  and  on 
given  to  all:  To  repent  and  about  their  accomplishments 
change  their  sinful  ways.  If  not,  i 

pain,  distress,  and  unhappiness  done.  And  while  what  they 
would  happen  to  the  Jews  have  done  is  l 
AND  Gentries  alike.  already  have  their  reward.  The 

The  promise  is  that  those  Jews  could  brag  about  their  Davis  is  a  member  of  First 
who  did  good  would  receive  knowledge  of  Gcxi's  laws.  But  Church,  McComb. 


y,  honor,  and  peace;  first  to  Paul  jolted  them  back  to  reality 
lews,  then  to  the  Gentiles,  (v.  by  reminding  them  how  easy  it 
Ve^  eleven  clinches  Gcxi's  was  to  dishonor  God  when 
lority  to  jud^:  "There  is  no  they  broke  His  laws.  Boasting 
•ritism  with  Ckxl."  anci  bragging  about  what  we 

.  CONSISTENT  JUDG-  know  is  never  as  important  as 
NT  (Romans  2:17-21)  how  we  honor  God  by  what 

aul  felt  confident  speaking  we  do.  Paul's  words  in  verse 
le  Jews.  His  study  of  Gcxi's  24  are  very  pointed:  "The 

Name  of  Gcxi  is  blasphemed 
among  the  Gentiles  because  of 
you  (Jews)."  To  blaspheme  is  a 
malicious  act  insulting  and 
special  warned  them  that  if  they  felt  attacking  the  reputation  of 
j  ...  ..  ..  another.  We  can  in  actuality 

ruin  a  person's  life.  Jesus  was 
accused  of  blaspheming  Gcxi 
^  in  a  mirror,  by  admitting  to  tc  the  Christ. 
You  don't  see  yourself  and  (Matt.  26:63-65)  We  know  the 
your  sins;  you  often  see  some-  outcome  of  that  accusation, 
they  one  you  are  accusing.  Although  this  passage  in  the 

„  -i  uTT^^Dii;  second  chapter  of  Romans  was 

intended  for  the  Jews,  the  same 
can  apply  to  Christians  tcxlay.  It 
warns  us  not  to  judge  each  other 
or  boast  about  our  gcxxlness. 
and  the  gcxxl  deeds  they  have  May  Ckxl  help  us  to  wat^  how 

’  ■  '  we  live  so  we  won't  lead  others 

good,  they  astray.  Let's  glorify  Him  together! 


Explore  the  Bible 

Who  Needs  The  Gospel?  They  Do  Too! 

Romans  2:1-11,  17-21,  23-24 


iTC^J5 

of  Gcxi  s 

_  laws  enabled  him  ^  to  know 

would  esca'pe  God^s  exactly  how  they  felt.  He  could 
judgment.  (v.l3)  accuse  them  because  at  one 

Paul,  being  a  Jew,  knew  that  time  he  felt  the  same  way.  He 
the  Jewish  people  were  !  _ 
to  Gcxd.  They  considered  them-  qualified  to  teach  others,"  they 
selves  as  privileged...  simply  must  remember  they  are  also 
because  they  WERE  Jews,  speaking  to  theniselves. 
Salvation  is  not  based  on  where  It's  like  lcx)king 
you  were  bom,  how  smart  you 
are,  or  the  color  of  your  skin.  So 


live  in  the  United  States  of  MENT  {Romans  2:1-11) 

America  and  consider  nwself  a  I  like  Paul's  words 
law-abiding  citizen.  But,  Tm  not 
more  privileged  than  any  other  the 
person  in  America  or  Mississippi. 

I  understand  there  are  mles 
and  laws  that  I  must  live  by  or 
receive  due  punishment. 

Gcxi  has  rules  and  laws  and 
expects  his  followers  to  obey 
them.  As  a  Christian,  I  am 
.responsible  for  my  own  per¬ 
sonal  actions  and  if  I  disc)bey 

God,  guess  what?  Gcxi  is  the  directly  to  the  Gentiles,  accus- 
One  who  judges  what  I've  ing  them  of  living  unright- 
done.  I  expect  him  to.  Other  eous  life  styles.  Like  chilclren 
people  don't  have  the  privilege  when  their  siblings  are  pun- 
of  judging  me,  nor  I  them.  ished,  the  Jews  approved.  But 

"And  why  beholdest  thou  Paul  informs  them  that  they 
the  mote  that  is  in  thy  brother's  do  not  have  ‘permission  to 
eye,  but  considerest  not  the  judge  or  condemn  Gentiles, 
beam  that  is  thine  own  eye?,^.,.when  they  were  guilty  of 
(Matthew  7:3  KJV)  doing  the  same  things. 


news 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ancI  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  ccxjperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1 -inch 
papier,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  staridardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspiapier.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  cx)n- 
tained  In  the  message  s^ment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  oe  accepted. 
Photc^puph  attachments  are  permissible. 


NOBTS  campus  flooded  after  multiple  levee  breaks 


New  Orleans  Price  said.  "We  are  going  to 
(NOBTS)  officials  met  in  match  the  needs  with  the 
*  "  process  resources  that  are  being  offered." 

atrina.  Price  said  the  relief  task  force 
Providing '"for  the  immediate  needs  of  also  is  working  diligently  to  get 
seminary  families  was  their  top  prioriW.  information  out  to  students. 

"The  seminary  family  has  been  deeply  Some  time  in  tiie  coming  weete 
affected,"  NOBTS  President  Chuck  and  months  the  city  and  the 
Kelley  said.  "Our  greatest  concern  is  tak-  Federal  Emergency  Management 
ing  care  of  the  people  side  of  this  tragedy.  Agency  will  allow  people  to 
"We're  going  to  work  on  the  cam-  return  to  their  hom^  for  brief  sal- 
pus  and  the  buudings,"  he  said,  "[but]  vage  efforts.  This  will  be  a  time  of 
most  of  all  we  want  to  take  care  of  severe  grief  for  n^y  NOBTS  fam- 
these  precious  families."  dies.  To  help  wdh  this  need,  the 

Kelley  started  the  meeting  by  read-  task  force  plans  to  have  counselors 
ing  frorn  Psalm  46.  The  group  prayed  on  the  campus  as  members  of  the 
and  wept.  They  prayed  for  the  stu-  seminary  famdy  search  their  hous- 
dents,  faculty  and  staft  members.  They  es  and  apartments, 
prayed  for  the  city  and  rescue  efforts.  The  task  force  also  is  compiling 
^e  group  also  prayed  for  the  many  information  on  contacting  FEMA 
poor  citizens  who  have  lost  everything,  and  the  Red  Cross.  They  stressed 
Thirty  members  of  the  faculty,  staff  that  all  on-campus  students,  fac- 
and  administration,  homeless  them-  ulty  and  staff,  as  well  as  those  in 
selves,  began  asking  the  same  ques-  other  affected  areas,  should  regis- 
tions  that  students  and  employees  are  ter  with  FEMA  at  www.fema.gov. 
asking.  The  group  ^lit  into  two  task  So  far,  the  response  from 
forces  —  one  to  adless  relief  efforts;  Southern  Baptists  has  been  over- 
the  other,  academic  issues.  whelming,  Kelley  said.  But  much 

more  will  be  needed 

Hto  care  for  ^ose  di^ 

mifst  of  aU  of  this, 

God  has  given  us 
some  wonderful 
blessings,"  Kelley 
said.  "We  believe  that 
God  is  going  to  pro¬ 
vide  what  we  ne^." 

Provost  Steve 
Lemke  urged 

Baptists,  "Ask  your  church¬ 
es  to  pray  for  the  faculty, 
staff,  and  students  who 
have  lost  most  of  their 
earthly  possessions." 

Seminary  officials  noted 


ATLANTA  (BP) 
Semina: 

Atlanta  Sept.  1  to  1 
of  healing  from 


UNDER  WATER  —  A  satellite  photo  of  the  News  Orleans  Seminary  campus  indi¬ 
cates  the  extent  of  flooding  in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina  and  the  subsequerit 
failure  of  the  levees  that  protect  the  city.  Seminary  officials  are  moving  to  the  school's 
Georgia  campus  to  formulate  a  plan  for  reopening.  (BP  photo) 


SIGN  OF  DISASTER  —  The  street  sign  at 
Seminary  Place  and  Mirabeau  Avenue  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary  illustrates  the  water  level  on 
the  campus.  This  photo  was  taken  immediately 
before  seminary  officials  evacuated  on  Aug.  31. 
(BP  photo  courtesy  of  NOBTS  Security  Office) 


LANDMARK  FLOODED  —  Leavell  Chapel  on  the  campus  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary  stands  in  floodwaters  on  Aug.  31 ,  as  seminary  officials  prepared  to  leave  for 
the  school's  north  Georgia  campus.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  NOBTS  Security  Office) 
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